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Povzetek

Nautilus-Actions is a Nautilus extension whose principal function is to allow the user to add arbitrary actions to the file manager
context menus. These actions may be organized in menus and submenus, exported and shared with other desktop environments.

This manual describes the Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool user interface, and explains how you may configure your menus
and actions, making them be displayed and applied depending on specific conditions.
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1 Introduction

Nautilus-Actions is a Nautilus extension whose principal function is to allow the user to add arbitrary actions to the file manager
context menus. These actions may be organized in menus and submenus, exported and shared with other desktop environments.

The Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool application is the user interface which lets you precisely configure how, where and
when your actions should appear in Nautilus context menus, and how they will be executed.

Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool provides the following features:

* Define and configure actions from scratch.
* Organize actions into menus, submenus and so on.

 Import and export actions and menus from and to outside world.

Opomba
Nautilus-Actions also comes with additional features such as:

+ A Nautilus plugin which exports in real time to D-Bus the currently selected files.

» A command-line program which is able to run any action.

Associated with the D-Bus interface, this program lets the user run any action from a keyboard shortcut, applying this action
to the item(s) currently selected in the file manager.

» A command-line program which is able to create a new action.

All these features are more thoroughly described in the global Nautilus-Actions documentation.

2 Getting Started

2.1 Starting Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool

You can start Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool in the following ways:

System menu Choose Preferences — Look and Feel — Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool.

Command line To start Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool from a command line, type the following command:
nautilus—actions—config-tool

then press Return.

Namig

To view available command line options, type:
nautilus—actions—config-tool —-help-all
then press Return.

2.2 The first run

When you start Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool, the following window is displayed.




Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool
User’s Manual

2/44

DEE

File Edit View Tools Maintainer Help

= B¢ o [T
Items list :

0 menu(s), 0 action(s), 0 profile(s) are currently loaded

The empty Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool main window

Slika 1: Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool Start Up Window

The Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool main window contains the following elements:

Menubar. The menus on the menubar contain all of the commands you need to use in Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool.

Shortcuts are available for some commands:

Ctrl-N Create a new action.

Ctrl-S Save modified actions and menus.

Ctrl-Q Quit the application.

Ctrl-X Cut the current selection, keeping it in the clipboard.

Ctrl-C Copy the current selection to the clipboard.

Ctrl-V Insert the content of the clipboard before the current item.

Shift-Ctrl-V Insert the content of the clipboard as subitem(s) of the current item.
Delete Delete the current selection.

FS5 Reload the actions and menus.

F1 Display the help.

Toolbar. Several toolbars may be displayed below the menubar, depending of your choices in the View — Toolbars submenu.

Items list. The list on the left of the main window contains all items, whether they are actions or menus, currently available for

edition in Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool.

Items may be sorted in ascending or descending alphabetical order, or not sorted at all, being directly organized and

managed by the user.
Invalid items are displayed in red color.

Modified items are displayed in italic characters.
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Sort buttons Three buttons allow you to toggle between sort modes.

Properties tabs. The right part of the main window displays all is needed to define how, when and where actions and menus
should be displayed.
Action/Menu Define in which Nautilus menus the item should appear, and how it will be displayed.
Command Specify which command to execute, and which parameters pass to it.
Execution Specify how the command should be executed.

Basenames Define the basename filters the Nautilus selection must satisfy in order the action or menu be candidate for
display.

Mimetypes Define the mimetype filters the Nautilus selection must satisfy in order the action or menu be candidate for
display.

Folders Define the folder filters the Nautilus selection must satisfy in order the action or menu be candidate for display.
Schemes Define the scheme filters the Nautilus selection must satisfy in order the action or menu be candidate for display.

Capabilities Define the capability filters the Nautilus selection must satisfy in order the action or menu be candidate for
display.

Environment Define some environment conditions the Nautilus selection must satisfy in order the action or menu be
candidate for display.

Properties Display item properties.

Statusbar. The statusbar displays some status informations about the currently selected row in the items list.
When no relevant information is to be displayed, the statusbar displays the count of loaded menus, actions and profiles.

The « read-only » icon - is displayed in the right of the statusbar when appropriate.

2.3 Creating your first action

In this example, we are going to create an action which displays some pretty informations about the current selection.
Checking for prerequisites This action will require Zenity.

Zenity is a program which will allow you to create a graphical user interface from a command-line.

You should check that this program is installed on your system, by example by typing the following command in a terminal:
zenity

then press Return.

Creating the action To create a new action, choose File — New action (Ctrl-N).

A new action is inserted in the items list, and its properties are displayed in the tabs on the right pane.

The label of the currently edited action (this one) is added to the application name in the title bar.
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LAl *My first action - Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool =2EE

File Edit W“iew Tools Maintainer Help

™ i"u@' G [ el

Items list : |@”K

\\:f/ Action | Command | Execution Basenames | Mimetypes  Folders | Schemes | Capabilities | Environment | Properties

DS EEERI | ( Nautilus Ttem

Display item in selection context menu

["] Display item in location context menu

Context label : [Myﬁrst action

[[] Display item in the toolbar
vd

Tooltip : [This will execute an action with some parameters ]

lcon : [gtk-about v ] ‘Q Browse... ‘

0 menu(s), 1 action(s), 1 profile(s) are currently loaded

Deftault properties of a new action

Slika 2: Default properties of a new action

In the Items list, the new action is displayed in italic characters.
Italics are used as a reminder that the item has not yet been saved.

As another reminder that there is some pending modifications, an asterisk (« » ») comes to prefix the application name in the title
bar.

Qualifying your new action It merely consists of choosing how your action will be displayed in the file manager context menu.

* EnterMy first action in the Context label entry box.
The Context label entry box contains the label of the action as you want it to be displayed in the file manager context menu.
The label is a mandatory property of your action. If it happens to be empty, then your action will be considered as invalid by
Nautilus-Actions: it will be displayed in red in Items list and will never be candidate to be displayed in the file manager context
menus.

* Enter This will execute an action with some parameters in the Tooltip entry box.
The Tooltip entry box contains the text you want to be displayed as a short help to your action.

About
Select in the Icon drop-down list.

The Icon selection defines the icon which will be associated with your action in file manager context menus and in the toolbar.

You have two ways of choosing the icon associated to your action:

— Click on the Icon drop-down list to select an icon.

— Click on Browse to search for an image in the filesystem.
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Specifying the command to be executed When you will select your action in the file manager context menu, this command will
be executed, with arguments of your choice.

Click on the Command tab to show the page which will permit you to enter the command.

File Edit Wiew Tools Maintainer Help

EN-N G @

Items list : . Action | Command | Execution | Basenames | Mimetypes | Folders |5chemes |Capabi|ities Environment | Froperties |
4 My first action - Profile

Label : [Default profile ]

- Command

Path : [zenity

Parameters : [-—info —text="%c selected item(s): %U"|

Ex.: zenity --info --text="2 selected item(s): file:/jpath/
toffile.jpeg file:/path/to/filel.mid"

Working directory : |%d |

0 menuis), 1 action(s), 1 profile(s) are currently loaded

Command page

Slika 3: Command page

* Enter zenity in the Path entry box.

The Path entry box defines the command which will be executed when you will select your action in the file manager context
menu.

You have two ways of defining the command to be executed:

— Enter it in the Path entry box.

— Click on Browse to select the executable file on the filesystem.

If the command you enter does not have an absolute path, then it will be searched for in the PATH variable at execution time.

e Enter ——info —-text=’'%c selected item(s): %U’ inthe Parameters entry box.

The Parameters contains the arguments which will be passed to your command when it will be executed. These arguments
may embed parameters which will be expanded at runtime.

If both Path and Parameters are empty, then this action will be considered as invalid: it will be displayed in red in Items list
and will be never be candidate to be displayed in the file manager context menus.

Saving To save all pending modifications, choose File — Save (Ctrl-S).

Nautilus automatically takes into account your new action, and displays it in its context menu.
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src - File Browser

File Edit Miew Go Bookmarks Tabs Help
@ Location: [Ihome;’pierrefdata,.’eclipsefnautilus-actions;’src j] @ 100% @
PWI-DISK 3¢ | src b4
=
api io-desktop io-gconf
i o
o Gpen
io-xml )
Openin Mew Tab
[ j:_: Openin Mew Window
J | i Open with Other Application...
test
(=5 Can % Cut
# Nak # laL FNE o
# src #FAD # =opy
# ste ar
- - @ " Paste Into Folder
Makefile Makefile.am Make Make Link
BRename...
B Mowe to Trash
This will execute an action with some parameters ﬁ Delete
&7 Send To...
4+ My first action
Campress...
@ Properties

Your first action in the Nautilus context menu

Slika 4: Your first action in the Nautilus context menu

Cliking of the item in the Nautilus context menu activates it, and executes the corresponding command.

Infarmation

1 selected itemis): file://fhomefpierre/datas
eclipse/nautilus-actions/src/plugin-menu

The result of the execution of your first action

Slika 5: The result of the execution of your first action
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3 Using Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool

3.1 Defining the conditions
Whether your action will eventually be displayed in Nautilus file manager context menus or in its toolbar depends on the condi-
tions you will have defined for it.

Conditions may be put against the location the file manager currently points to, or against the currently selected items in this
location.

Each time the selection or the location change in the file manager, Nautilus-Actions checks all your actions, comparing the
defined conditions against the new location and selection: all defined conditions must be satisfied in order your action be actually
displayed.

3.1.1 Basename-based conditions

You may decide that your action will appear depending on the basenames of the items currently selected in the file-manager: you
may define that each item of the selection must meet some sort of basename, and you may simultaneously decide that none of
the selected item(s) can have some other sort of basename.

Click on the Basenames tab to show the page which will permit you to configure your basename-based conditions.

@} My first action - Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool DEE
File Edit View Toeols Maintainer Help

L5 E# CHL

ltems list : | [

";;‘-‘ ”\\://l Action Command  Execution | Basenames | Mimetypes  Folders | Schemes  Capabilities | Environment | Properties

Basenames conditions

The current item will appear if the basename of each
element of the selection matches one filter of the
'Must match one of' column, while not matching any of
the filters of the 'Must not match any of' column.
Basename filter A~ Must match one of Must not match any of ‘ EE’ ‘
O 9 —

Match case

0 menu(s), 1 action(s), 1 profile(s) are currently loaded

The basename-based conditions tab

Slika 6: Basename-based conditions

In fact, basename-based conditions are built as a list of « must match one of » and « must not match any of » patterns. In order
you action be candidate regarding of these basename-based conditions, each element of the selection must be valid for all the
listed conditions: the basename of each element must match at least one of the defined « must match one of » patterns, and must
not match any of the defined « must not match any of » patterns.
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If at least one element of the selection does not match all the defined conditions, then your action will not be displayed.

When targeting the selection context menu, your basename-based conditions will be checked against the currently selected items.
When targeting the location context menu or the toolbar, your basename-based conditions will be checked against the basename
of the current location.

Defining a new basename-based condition involves two steps.
1. Define the new condition filter.

e Press Insert or click on .~ button to insert a new condition filter

 Edit the newly inserted condition filter to the basename you want match.

Namig
A basename-based condition may use « x » or « ? » wildcard characters.

2. Indicates whether this a « must match one of » or a « must not match any of » condition.

Click on the Must match one of or Must not match any of radio button in the same row to set the corresponding condition.
Depending of your target operating system, make sure that the Match case checkbox is activated (or not).

* When activated, all filters are considered as case sensitive, which means that /my/file filename is considered distinct from
/My/File one.

This is the default behavior on Unix-like systems.

* When deactivated, filters are considered as case insensitive, which means that /my/file and /My/File filenames are
considered the same name.

This is most probably what you want if you target some sort of Windows system.

Removing a defined basename-based condition is as simple as selecting it, and pressing Del (or clicking on " button).

By default, the basename-based condition is just one « must match one of = » condition. As all basenames always match
the « * » condition, this just means that basename-based conditions are not considered as relevant for the action.

3.1.2 Mimetype-based conditions

You may decide that your action will appear depending on the mimetypes of the items currently selected in the file-manager: you
may define that each item of the selection must meet some sort of mimetype; and you may simultaneously decide that none of
the selected item(s) can have some other sort of mimetype.

Click on the Mimetypes tab to show the page which will permit you to configure your mimetype-based conditions.
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) My first action - Nautilus-Actions Configuration Tool ===

File Edit View Tools Maintainer Help

™ B¢ & [

Items list : |IF_'{1||‘/3\ ||\\1?/| Action | Command | Execution | Basenames | Mimetypes | Folders | Schemes | Capabilities | Environment | Properties

Mimetypes conditions

The current item will appear if the mimetype of each
element of the selection matches one filter of the
'Must match one of' column, while not matching any of
the filters of the 'Must not match any of' column.

Mimetype filter A  Must match one of | Must not match any of ‘

0 menuis), 1 action(s), 1 profile(s) are currently loaded

The mimetype-based conditions tab

Slika 7: Mimetype-based conditions

In fact, mimetype-based conditions are built as a list of « must match one of » and « must not match any of » patterns. In order
you action be candidate regarding of these mimetype-based conditions, each element of the selection must be valid for all the
listed conditions: the mimetype of each element must match at least one of the defined « must match one of » patterns, and must
not match any of the defined « must not match any of » patterns.

If at least one element of the selection does not match all the defined conditions, then your action will not be displayed.

When targeting the selection context menu, your mimetype-based conditions will be checked against the currently selected items.
When targeting the location context menu or the toolbar, your mimetype-based conditions will be checked against the mimetype
of the current location, which happens to be the well known « inode/directory » mimetype.

Defining a new mimetype-based condition involves two steps.

1. Define the new condition filter.

« Press Insert or click on .~ button to insert a new condition filter
* Edit the newly inserted condition filter to the mimetype you want match.
A mimetype must be defined as a group/subgroup expression.

Namig
The « % » wildcard is supported only in some situations:

— The « x/x » expression matches all mimetypes. As a convenient shortcut, the « % » literal is also accepted for this
same purpose.

— A group/ * string matches all subgroups of group mimetype.

— The % /subgroup string is not accepted as a valid wildcard.
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2. Indicates whether this a « must match one of » or a « must not match any of » condition.

Click on the Must match one of or Must not match any of radio button in the same row to set the corresponding condition.

Removing a defined mimetype-based condition is as simple as selecting it, and pressing Del (or clicking on . button).

By default, the mimetype-based condition is just one « must match one of =%/ » condition. As all mimetypes always
match the « */ », this just means that mimetypes are not considered as relevant for the action.

Example 3.1 Example of usual mimetypes

all/all Matches all items.
all/allfiles Matches all regular files.

inode/directory Matches only directories.

3.1.3 Folder-based conditions

You may decide that your action will appear depending on the directory the items currently selected in the file-manager are located
in: you may define that each item of the selection must be located in one hierarchy or in another; and you may simultaneously
decide that none of the selected item(s) can be located in some other hierarchy.

A folder-based condition must be understood as the specification of the hierarchy in which the currently examined item should
(or should not) stay: this is a pattern on the dirname of the element.

Click on the Folders tab to show the page which will permit you to configure your folder-based conditions.
File Edit View Tools Maintainer Help
5 & B G ™

Items list : Action |C{:mmand Execution  Basenames | Mimetypes | Folders |5chemes |Capahi|ities Environment | Properties
4 My first action - Folders conditions

The current item will appear if the location of each
element of the selection is one orinside one of the
paths of the 'Must match one of' column, while not being
one or inside one of the 'Must not match any of' column.

Folder filter ~  Must match one of Must not match any of

0 menuis), 1 actionis), 1 profile(s) are currently loaded

The folder-based conditions tab

Slika 8: Folder-based conditions
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In fact, folder-based conditions are built as a list of « must match one of » and « must not match any of » patterns. In order
you action be candidate regarding of these folder-based conditions, each element of the selection must be valid for all the listed
conditions: each element must located in one of the defined « must match one of » folders, and must not match any of the defined
« must not match any of » folders.

If at least one element of the selection does not match all the defined conditions, then your action will not be displayed.

When targeting the selection context menu, your folder-based conditions will be checked against the dirname of each currently
selected items. When targeting the location context menu or the toolbar, your folder-based conditions will be checked against
the current location.

Defining a new folder-based condition involves two steps.
1. Define the new condition filter.

« Press Insert or click on .~ button to insert a new condition filter

* Edit the newly inserted condition filter to the folder you want match.

Namig
The « » » and « ? » characters are accepted as wildcards at any level of the defined folder filter.

* Or click on Browse to select a folder on the file system.

2. Indicates whether this a « must match one of » or a « must not match any of » condition.

Click on the Must match one of or Must not match any of radio button in the same row to set the corresponding condition.

Removing a defined folder-based condition is as simple as selecting it, and pressing Del (or clicking on - button).

By default, the folder-based condition is just one « must match one of / » condition. As / is always the top of an
Unix-like file system, then all selected items always match this condition.

Opomba
If you target a Windows system, then this default value may not be what you actually want.

3.1.4 Scheme-base-conditions

You may decide that your action will appear depending on the schemes of the URIs of the items currently selected in the file-
manager: you may define that each item of the selection must have some scheme; and you may simultaneously decide that none
of the selected item(s) may have some other scheme.

Click on the Schemes tab to show the page which will permit you to configure your scheme-based conditions.
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File Edit View Tools Help

|_|

& (= : ¥
Items list : Action l Command  Execution  Basenames l Mimetypes l Folders | Schemes | Capabilities | Environment | Properties
4 My first action - Schemes conditions

The current item will appear if the scheme of each element
of the selection matches one of the ‘Must match one of*

column, while not matching any of the 'Must not match any
of' calumn.

Scheme filter A Must match one of | Must not match any of

|+ |
L=

g X

0 menu(s), 1 action(s), 1 profile(s) are currently loaded

The scheme-based conditions tab

Slika 9: Scheme-based conditions

In fact, scheme-based conditions are built as a list of « must match one of » and « must not match any of » patterns. In order
you action be candidate regarding of these scheme-based conditions, each element of the selection must be valid for all the listed

conditions: the scheme of each element must match at least one of the defined « must match one of » patterns, and must not
match any of the defined « must not match any of » patterns.

If at least one element of the selection does not match all the defined conditions, then your action will not be displayed.

When targeting the selection context menu, your scheme-based conditions will be checked against the currently selected items.
When targeting the location context menu or the toolbar, your scheme-based conditions will be checked against the scheme of
the current location.

Defining a new scheme-based condition involves two steps.
1. Define the new condition filter.

. - . .
¢ Press Insert or click on .~ button to insert a new condition filter

« Edit the newly inserted condition filter to the scheme you want match.

Namig

Scheme-based conditions only accept « x » wildcard, which stand